The Youth Ministry Blog.com


[image: image1..pict]Philippians 2:12-30
Verse 12, “Therefore…” Before you even begin your lesson, ask the students what Paul is continuing, in other words, what did we discuss last week that Paul is about to discuss again?

Have a student read 2:12. In this verse, Paul encourages the community at Philippi and also us who read it today to “work out our salvation with fear and trembling.” 

· Ask your students why we have to work on our salvation? Is he saying that we don’t already have salvation or saying that it is something accomplished by works?

· A: No. We are justified by Christ when we choose to follow and believe in his divinity, death, and resurrection. However, as Christians we should also feel the need to pursue holiness even though we will never be perfect. This concept of seeking to be shaped more and more into the image of God is called sanctification. According to Wikipedia, a highly academic source, to sanctify means "to set apart for special use or purpose,” in other words, we are continually being set apart for the work of God as we seek to do his will and understand his heart. In this process, we do not find salvation, for we are already justified by faith, but rather we are seeking to “Be holy as I (God) am holy” (1 Peter 1:16).
Discuss sanctification with your students. Ask questions such as:

· Where do we need to embrace the idea of sanctification? 
· Where have we done a disservice to our Christian walk by not continually seeking holiness? 
· What can we do to continually seek to be holy? A: Spiritual disciplines such as fasting, confession, meditation on the Word, service, simplicity, solitude, silence, worship, etc… Encourage your students to pick one of these to do this week! Be accountable for it!
Have a student read verses 13-18. In this section, Paul gives us an example of how we can continually become more holy. He explains that we are to do everything with out complaining and arguing so that we will stand out in a crooked and depraved world. Tell you students to do an experiment on Monday. Tell them to count how many times people complain or argue about anything while they are at school! We will have to send text and Facebook reminders, but encourage them to keep a total just for Monday and to bring the results the following week! 

Note that Paul concludes this section by emphasizing again that he is rejoicing in his current suffering. He says that even if he is poured out like a sacrifice he will rejoice. We can learn from Paul that not only are we not to complain about the small petty things in our lives, but we are to give God glory even when things are hard? God is bigger than your bad day, week, year, or circumstance! So live like it! When we complain or mope, we place our hope in the temporary now instead of in the divine eternal!

Have a student read 19-30. In this section, Paul points out the awesome men that have surrounded him. Timothy has been faithful, and Epaphroditus put his life on the line to be with Paul. However, Paul sends them back to help build and teach the church. What this says about Paul is that he enables and encourages his friends to be leaders and to step up where there is need. This is the goal of our groups. We need to enable each other to become holy. Pick someone who can hold you accountable this week for completing a spiritual discipline!


