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“WE ARE PLAYING FOR THE SAME TEAM!”

Have a student read 4:2-3. Here, Paul asks that the body of Christ come around two women who are in disagreement. The fact that he mentions them by name is huge. He is not trying to cast them in a negative light, but just the opposite. Paul rarely mentions his enemies as to shame them by not mentioning them, so the fact that these ladies are called out by name means they truly mean something to him. He asks that leaders help them to agree or see eye to eye. In other words, he is reminding these women that they are playing for the same team!

Discussion: In what ways has the body of Christ forgotten that it is playing for the same team? What are arguments that arise that cause division? Is it okay to disagree with someone and still realize that you are brothers in Christ and your goal is to show humanity the love of a savior? Discuss…

REFLECTION OR A CLOSE READING OF THE TEXT:

In the following verses, Paul giving the Philippians his last exhortations. In other words, he is giving them standards to live by or encouragement to continue in the faith. You are about to practice a close reading. 
Verses 4-9. (Spend most of your time here!)
Read every verse, one sentence at a time, and then reflect on how that verse applies to your situation in life. In verse 8, reflect on each “whatever is…” and list things that fit each which we are to think about and practice. 

Note: This will seem like a strange practice at first but keep at it and encourage everyone to contribute their thoughts and feelings on these exhortations! This is how you learn to meditate on scripture!

PRAYER:

End your time together by praying for one another. Specifically, pray that each student would be able to put these exhortations into practice. Have your students spend extended time in prayer. Encourage every student to pray, and you may think about having them try different postures of prayer. Ex: get on their knees or face, lay hands on students as you pray for them, etc…

