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Gods Provision

Have a student read 10-13. In this passage, Paul talks about how he knows how to find comfort and hope in opposing circumstances. At first, you may think this is nothing new for we are always reminded, even in this study that we are to “consider everything a loss compared to knowing Christ” (3:7). However, what Paul is describing here is position of being content. Paul notes that in his life he has fluctuated between very good times and very bad times. The key, however, is not to dwell on the situation, but to be content in every situation knowing that God is enough and that he is either your sustainer or the provider of blessing.

Discussion Questions:

1. Do you rejoice in the Lord the same in good times and bad? Why or why not? 

2. What have been the most joyous and wretched situations in your life? How did you react to God during these times? Were you content in Him, or did you let the situation rule your response to God?
Have a student read 14-23. In this passage Paul thanks the community at Philippi for sustaining him in hard times. He gives credit where credit is due. 

Practice: Spend a few moments in your group thanking each member for the way he or she contributes to the group. Allow the students to participate in this. Emphasize that in this small community we need to build each other up in the midst of a world that continually tells us we are not good enough.

Preparation:

We will not meet in groups until next semester. Thus, have you students set goals for the holiday season. Ask them what they want to accomplish during their time off. You might suggest reading though a book of the Bible, reading the newest Christian book, starting a prayer journal, etc. 

Agree that you will contact each other over the holiday season to keep each other accountable. This can be via phone, facebook, text, etc.

Prayer: Close the group by praying for the close of this semester. Ask them first what they hope to achieve by the end of the semester and pray specifically for these things.

